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Developing Focus Questions 
 

Your topic:    
 

Fr
om

 s
im

pl
e 

to
 c

om
pl

ex
 q

ue
st

io
ns

 

STARTING QUESTION: 

Open question using the 5 W’s & How 

Who 

What 

When 

Where 

Why 

How 

 

THINK DEEPLY.  Create layered questions using comparison, cause and 
effect, importance, etc. 

 
How are and 

 
  related? 

 
 
How will / did affect 

 
   ? 

What would / did do to  ? 

Why might be / have been important 
 
for ? 
 
 
COMPLEX QUESTION: 
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